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Abstract

This study presents a critical analysis of one of the earliest works to evaluate and critique the Sahih of

Imam Muslim: “‘Ilal al-Ahadith fi Sahth Muslim” by the renowned hadith scholar Abu al-Fadl Ibn

‘Ammar al-Shahid (d. 265 AH). In this work, the author identified thirty-six narrations from Sahih

Muslim as weak due to hidden defects (‘ilal) found in their chains of transmission and textual content,

relying on the foundational principles and methodology of hadith criticism. The research adopts a critical
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and analytical approach by thoroughly examining the criticized narrations, analyzing them in light of the
evaluations of early and later hadith scholars. It investigates isnad variations, discrepancies among
narrators, and textual analysis. The study also explores the evidences and reasoning Ibn ‘Ammar
employed in his critiques, and evaluates the degree to which those defects impact the authenticity of the
narrations. The primary objective is to assess the accuracy of Ibn ‘Ammar’s judgments regarding the
reliability of the ahadith he critiqued, highlighting the extent to which his conclusions align with
established principles of hadith criticism. Each narration is reviewed through a three-stage process:
presenting Ibn ‘Ammar’s critique, summarizing the opinions of other scholars, and offering a final
evaluation based on gathered evidence and comparative analysis.

Keyords : ‘Ilal (Hidden Defects), Ibn ‘Ammar al-Shahid, Sahth Muslim
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