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OZET

Gilinlimiizde ticaret koridorlari, yalnizca ekonomik deger iireten gilizergahlar olmaktan ¢ok
devletlerin giic dagilimini, bolgesel ve uluslararasi rekabetini sekillendiren araglara
doniigmiistiir. Irak’in Faw Limani’ndan baslayarak Tiirkiye tlizerinden Avrupa ve Asya’ya
ulasmay1 hedefleyen Kalkinma Yolu Projesi, bu cercevede bdlgesel giic dengelerini
doniistiirme potansiyeline sahip dnemli bir girisimdir.

Kalkinma Yolu Projesi’ni, Nicholas Spykman’in Kenar Kusak Teorisi (Rimland) ile
iliskilendirmek miimkiindiir. Spykman’a gore diinya hakimiyeti, merkez bdlgelerini ¢cevreleyen
kenar kusagin kontroliinii saglamaktan ge¢mekte ve hakimiyet disardan igeriye dogru daha
miimkiin ve etkili olmaktadir. Kalkinma Yolu Projesi’nin Irak ve Tiirkiye lizerinden ilerleyen
giizergahi, Rimland’in en kritik bdlgesinde yer almakta ve projeyi biiyiik gii¢ rekabetinin
merkezine konumlandirmaktadir. Spaykman kara giiciiniin yani sira deniz giiciinii vurgular ve
iki giliciin bir arada bulunmasi halinde rekabetin artacagini belirtir. Bu baglamda Proje’nin,
Basra Korfezi’nden denize agilmasi ve Irak lizerinden Tiirk topraklarina baglanarak Avrupa’ya
dogru kara ve demiryolu hatlarini igermesi, Spykman’in “hem denize erisim hem kara gecis
kontrolii” ilkesinin somut bir 6rnegidir.

Spykman’a gore bliyiik gii¢ rekabetleri kenar kusak iizerinde gergeklesmektedir. Giiniimiizde
Cin’in Kusak Yol Girisimi, Hindistan’in Hindistan-Ortadogu-Avrupa Koridoru, Rimland’in
rekabet alanina doniistiiglinii gostermektedir. Bu baglamda Kalkinma Yolu Projesi Basra
Korfezi’nden Avrupa’ya yeni bir giizergah agarak Tirkiye ve Irak’1 bu rekabetin merkezine
tagimaktadir. Sonug olarak Kalkinma Yolu Projesi gegis giizergahi, kiiresel rekabetle iliskisi ve
jeopolitik yapistyla Rimland teorisiyle uyum igerisindedir.
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ABSTRACT

In contemporary geopolitics, trade corridors have evolved from mere economic routes into
strategic instruments that shape states’ power distribution as well as their regional and
international competition. The Development Road Project—aiming to connect Europe and Asia
by extending from Iraq’s Faw Port through Tiirkiye—constitutes a significant initiative with
the potential to reshape regional power dynamics.

The Development Road Project can be analyzed within the framework of Nicholas Spykman’s
Rimland Theory. According to Spykman, global dominance hinges upon securing control over
the Rimland, which encircles the world’s central landmass, and such dominance is more
feasible and effective when exerted from the periphery toward the center. The project’s route
across Irag and Turkiye passes through one of the most geopolitically critical segments of the
Rimland, positioning it at the heart of major power rivalry. Spykman emphasizes the
importance of maritime power alongside land power and asserts that competition intensifies
when these two capabilities coexist. In this context, the Project’s opening to the sea through the
Persian Gulf and its integration of road and railway networks linking Iraq to Tirkiye and further
to Europe exemplify Spykman’s principle of “controlling both maritime access and overland
transit routes.”

For Spykman, great-power competition unfolds along the Rimland. In the present era, China’s
Belt and Road Initiative and India’s India—Middle East-Europe Corridor demonstrate that the
Rimland has become a central arena of geopolitical contestation. Within this framework, the
Development Road Project establishes a new route from the Persian Gulf to Europe, thereby
situating Turkiye and Iraq at the core of this strategic competition. In conclusion, the transit
trajectory of the Development Road Project, its relationship with global geopolitical rivalry,
and its strategic architecture align closely with the Rimland Theory.
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