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OZET

Merhamet, hem bireysel hem de toplumsal diizeyde insanin varlikla kurdugu iligkinin ahlaki temelini
olusturan en koklii kavramlardan biridir. Bu c¢alismanin merkezinde alman filozof Arthur
Schopenhauer’in felsefi sisteminde yer alan merhamet anlayisi ile tasavvuf geleneginde sekillenen
merhamet kavrami bulunmaktadir. Arastirma, bu iki farkli disiince diinyasinda merhametin nasil
anlamlandinldigini, ne tiir islevlere sahip oldugunu ve hangi metafizik zeminlere dayandigim
sorgulamakta ve bu baglamda iki diinya goriisii arasinda bir karsilastirma yapma amaci tagimaktadir.
Schopenhauer, insanin dogasini belirleyen temel ilke olarak isteme ya da irade kavramini 6ne siirmekte
ve bu iradenin bireyi kendi arzu ve ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda yonlendiren, insan1 arzular1 dogrultusunda
sevk eden, bilingten bagimsiz, yonsiiz ve siirekli bir isteme giiciidiir. Filozofun ahlak dgretisinin temelini
ise bu egoist diirtiilere karsi gelistirilen merhamet duygusu olusturmaktadir. Ote yandan islam
diisiincesinde ve ozellikle tasavvuf geleneginde merhamet, yalnizca insani degil ayn1 zamanda ilah1 bir
stfattir. Kur’an-1 Kerim’de Allah’in “Rahman” ve “Rahim” sifatlariyla tanimlanmasi, merhametin ilahi
zatiyetle dogrudan iliskili oldugunu gostermektedir. SGf1 diisiincede merhamet yaraticidan gelen bir
rahmet tecellisi olarak goriilmekte ve biitiin varlikla kurulan iligkilerde rehberlik eden bir ilke olarak
benimsenmektedir. Bu yaklasimda, insanin kamil hale ulasmasi1 yani insan-1 kdmil olmasi, merhameti
sadece bir duygu degil varolussal bir biling diizeyi haline getirmesiyle miimkiindiir. Arastirmanin temel
konusu, Schopenhauer’in  felsefesi ile tasavvuf geleneginde merhamet kavraminin nasil
temellendirildigini ve kavramsallagtirildigini anlamaktir. Bu g¢alisma, felsefl ve tasavvufi diislince
arasinda nadiren yapilan karsilastirmalarla, merhamet kavraminin yapisini anlamaya katki sunarak her
iki alandaki bir boslugu doldurmay1 amaglamaktadir. Sonug olarak, Schopenhauer’da merhamet, bireyin
bencillikten styrilip baskasinin acisini taniyarak etik eyleme yonelmesini saglayan igsel bir biling hali
iken; tasavvuf geleneginde merhamet, Allah’in zatindan insana tecelli eden, bireyi hem kendisiyle hem
de tiim varlikla biitiinlestiren metafizik bir ilkedir. Her iki yaklasimda da merhamet, insan1 doniistiiren
ve yiicelten asli bir deger olarak goriilmektedir.
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ABSTRACT

Compassion, both on an individual and social level, constitutes one of the most fundamental concepts
forming the moral basis of human beings’ relationship with existence. At the center of this study lies the
conception of compassion within the philosophical system of the German philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer, alongside its conceptualization within the Sufi tradition. This research investigates how
compassion is understood in these two distinct intellectual realms, what functions it assumes, and upon
which metaphysical foundations it rests, aiming thereby to establish a comparative framework between
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the two worldviews. Schopenhauer advances the concept of will as the primary principle that determines
human nature. This will represents an incessant, blind, and directionless striving that operates
independently of consciousness, propelling the individual in accordance with personal desires and
interests. The cornerstone of Schopenhauer’s moral philosophy, however, is the sentiment of
compassion, developed as a counterbalance to these egoistic impulses. By contrast, in Islamic thought
particularly within the Sufi tradition compassion is regarded not merely as a human disposition but also
as a divine attribute. The Qur’an identifies God with the names al-Rahman and al-Rahim, thereby
signifying the intrinsic connection between compassion and the divine essence. Within Sufi thought,
compassion is viewed as a manifestation of divine mercy (rahma), serving as a guiding principle in
human relations with all beings. In this perspective, the attainment of human perfection (insan al-kamil)
becomes possible only when compassion transcends the level of sentiment to be realized as an existential
mode of consciousness. The central inquiry of this study is to analyze how the concept of compassion
is grounded and conceptualized in Schopenhauer’s philosophy and within the Sufi tradition. By
engaging in a comparison that is rarely attempted between philosophy and Sufism, the study seeks to
contribute to a deeper understanding of the structure of compassion, thereby addressing a significant
gap in both domains. In conclusion, compassion in Schopenhauer’s philosophy is conceived as an inner
state of awareness that enables the individual to transcend selfishness and act ethically by recognizing
the suffering of others; whereas in the Sufi tradition, compassion is a metaphysical principle emanating
from the divine essence, integrating the individual both with the self and with all of existence. In both
approaches, compassion is acknowledged as a primordial value that transforms and elevates the human
being.
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